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AP World        Name_________________________ 
Massey        OMH______Block_______Date____ 

Era 3 Review 

1450-1750 

1. Describe the development and major characteristics (e.g. political, economic, social, cultural) 
of the following:  

 Development Political Economic Social  Cultural 

Ottoman Osman Bey comes 
to power in 
Anatolia as 
Mongols fall  
 
Nomadic Turks  
conquer the 
Byzantine Empire, 
capture 
Constantinople in 
1453 
 
 

Sultan 
Bureaucracy 
Religious 
tolerance of 
“people of the 
book” 
 
Suleiman I (the 
Magnificant) 
issues in the 
Golden Age 
 
Attempt to 
push into 
Europe, 
stopped at 
Vienna 
 
 

Center of trade,  
Artisans and 
merchants 
often part of 
Jewish and 
Christian 
society 
 
Muslim 
domination of 
this region 
motivates 
Europeans to 
seek alternate 
trade routes 

Janissaries – 
slaves used 
for military, 
often given 
leadership 
positions 
(sometimes 
children of 
Christian 
subjects)  

Built grand 
mosques, 
fused many 
cultural 
elements from 
the region 
 
Suleiman the 
Magnificent 
encourages 
the 
development of 
the arts 

Ming/Qing Ming dynasty kicks 
out the Mongols in 
1368 and restores 
power to the native 
Chinese, they will 
rule until 1644 

Ming reinstate 
strong 
centralized 
govt based on 
Confucian 
principles, 
including civil 
service system 
 
Qings (or 
Manchus) from 
Manchuria take 
over after Ming 
decline 
 
Qings expand 
empire to into 
Mongolia, 
central Asia, 
and Vietnam, 
Burma, and 
Nepal 
 

Under Ming 
Zhenghe leads 
huge fleets 
throughout 
Southeast Asia 
 
Exploration 
stopped within 
a few decades 
and China 
never becomes 
a colonial 
power 
 
Qing dynasty 
will limit trade to 
Macao and 
Canton and 
tightly control 
interaction with 
Eurpeans 
 
China had a 

Qing (ethnic 
Manchus) do 
not allow 
intermarriage 
with ethnic 
Chinese – 
seek to keep 
the two races 
separate 
 
Rising 
merchant 
class grows in 
Chinese cities, 
gaining wealth 
from all the 
silver brough 
in from Europe 
 
Increasing 
incompetence 
of leaders, 
peasant 

Ming work to 
remove 
Mongol 
influences from 
Chinese 
culture 
 
Chinese 
leaders will 
patronize the 
arts 
 
Christianity 
banned in 
1724 – part of 
growing anti-
Western 
sentiment 
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Developed 
isolationist 
feelings to 
toward  the 
West 
 
 

favorable 
balance of 
trade initially, 
with silver 
flowing in from 
European and 
Silks and 
porcelain 
flowing out  

rebellion 
(Taiping) and 
opium 
addiction 
destroy 
society 

Portugal Developed into a 
nation-state 

Prince Henry 
the Navigator 
supports 
exploration 
 

Sought gold 
and silver 
Drained of 
silver currency 
in trade with 
China 
 
De Gama 
discovers India, 
but they will 
only take 
Portugal’s silver 

Stark racial 
divisions 
develop in 
Latin America 
 

Catholicism 
plays a major 
role in the 
society 

Spain Ferdinand and 
Isabella marry, 
unite the provinces 
into a single nation 
and drive out the 
Muslims 
(Inquisition)  
 
Expands across 
Europe through 
marriage 
Hapsburg leaders- 
eventually 
Protestant regions 
break away, 
Catholic regions 
stay loyal to Spain  
 

Spanish 
monarchies 
support 
exploration, 
commission 
voyage to look 
for a sea route 
to India 
 
Spanish 
Armada the 
strongest in the 
world until 
defeated by 
the British 
 
 
 
 

Will initiate the 
Columbian 
exchange, 
however, 
spending on 
luxuries, 
missionary 
work and wars 
will drain the 
coffers of the 
monarchy 

Stark social 
divisions 
 
Slavery and 
early 
plantation 
system begins 
on the Canary 
island, before 
the discovery 
of the 
Americas 

Need to prove 
the superiority 
of Catholicism 
over Islam and 
Protestant 
Christianity, 
lead to 
missionary 
work and 
forced 
conversion in 
New World 
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Russia Mongols are driven 
out by Princes of 
Moscow, Ivan III 
refuses to pay their 
tribute and 
declares Russia 
free of Mongol rule 
 
Grandson Ivan IV 
establishes 
absolute control of 
Russia 
 
Moscow becomes 
the “Third Rome” 
and center of 
Orthodox 
Christianity with 
the fall of the 
Mongols 

Ivan IV = Ivan 
the Terrible – 
takes the title 
“czar” meaning 
Caesar 
 
Ivan IV 
expands 
Russian 
territory and 
executes 
anyone who 
threatens his 
power 
 
Romanov 
dynasty 
Aristocrats and 
landowning 
nobles control 
the serfs 
Bureaucracy 
and political 
centralization 
improved 
under the 
reforms of 
Peter the Great 

Russia 
remained 
isolated under 
the Mongols 
and lags behind 
in economic 
and 
technological 
modernization 
 
Agriculture is 
the main facet 
of the economy 
 
Some fur trade 
 
Foreign trade 
controlled by 
the nobility 

Serfs tied to 
the land 
 
Aristocrats 
controls the 
serfs 
 
No real middle 
class or 
merchant 
class 
 
Cossacks – 
peasant-
soliders, 
pioneers sent 
out to civilize 
the east and 
drive out the 
nomadic tribes 

Selective 
Westernization 
pursued under 
Peter the Great 
and Catherine 
the Great, 
however 
Enlightenment 
ideals do not 
reach the 
people 
 
Scientists, 
engineers and 
architects 
recruited under 
Peter the Great 
 
Ballet brought 
in from France 
 
Some artistic 
development 
(onion dome)  

France Hundred Year’s 
War drive English 
from France 
 
French begin to 
centralize authority 
in a monarchy 

Henry IV – first 
Bourbon king – 
family rules 
until 1792  
 
Cardinal 
Richelieu – 
advisor to 
Bourbons 
(Catholic)  
 
 
Louis XIV 
establishes 
and absolute 
monarchy, 
(Sun King) with 
the concept of 
divine rule (I 
am the State) 
begins building 
the Palace at 

Will explore and 
establish 
trading ports in 
America – no 
major 
settlements, 
trade furs and 
pelts with 
Indians 

3 Estates will 
develop – 
Clergy, 
Nobility, the 
Rest 
(Bourgeoisies 
and 
Proletariat) 
 
Rising 
dissatisfaction 
of the 
peasants as 
costly war and 
Bourbon’s 
luxurious living 
drains the 
economy  

Edict of Nantes 
establishes 
temporary 
toleration of 
Protestant 
Huguenot.  
 
Enlightenment 
thinkers begin 
to talk about 
natural rights  
 
Growth of 
reason 
 
Louis XIV 
supports the 
arts 
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Versailles 
 
 
Estates 
general 
established, 
but has less 
influence than 
the British 
parliament 
 
Many costly 
wars prove 
ineffective, 
most of 
France’s 
territory given 
to England 
 

Britain Henry VIII breaks 
England from 
control of Pope 
 
Daughter Elizabeth 
rules over the 
country during the 
Elizabethan Age 

Charles I 
comes to 
power and 
gains 
opposition from 
Parliament 
Petition of 
Right – ignored 
and Charles 
deposed 
Oliver 
Cromwell and 
the Puritans 
take over 
Stuart 
Restoration 
bring back the 
monarchy 
Glorious 
Revolution 
deposed 
Catholic king 
James II and 
gave power to 
Anglican, 
Wiliam and 
Mary 
 
 
 

Economic 
growth and 
mercantilism 
spurred during 
the Elizabethan 
age 
 
Quest for 
colonies 
continues into 
Asia – British 
will take India 
for tea and 
make inroads in 
Africa 

Divisions 
between the 
Catholics, 
Protestants, 
and Anglican 
lead to tension 
 
Scots are 
dissatisfied 
with British 
rule 
 
Irish subjected 
to brutal 
intolerance by 
Cromwell, 
resentment 
grows as 
Protestant 
settle in 
Northern 
Ireland 

Religious war 
characterize 
much of the 
time period 
 
Shakespeare  
 
Development 
of 
Enlightenment 
political 
thinking 

Tokugaw Under feudal Shogun Portuguese Four classes – Jesuit 
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a Japan system Japanese 
shoguns ruled and 
the Emperor was a 
figurehead 
 
The shogun still 
rules but power of 
the feudal lords 
reduced 
 
This coincides with 
period of contact 
with the west 
 
Tokugawa Ieyasu 
establishes the 
Tokagawa 
Shogunate 
 

consolidates 
power, takes it 
away from the 
feudal lords 
(daimyo)  
 
Capitol moved 
to Edo (Tokyo) 
 
Ieyasu claims 
personal 
ownership of 
all land in 
Japan 
 
Tokugawa 
Shogunate is 
also known as 
the Edo period 
 
Closure to 
West causes 
Portuguese 
diplomats to be 
executed when 
trying to 
negotiate  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

establish trade 
and introduce 
guns to the 
Japanese 
 
Japanese 
depend on 
European 
firearms until 
they learn to 
manufacture 
their own – then 
European trade 
becomes less 
important 
 
Trade 
flourishes in the 
port city of 
Nagasaki 

warrior, 
farmer, 
artisan, and 
merchant 
established, 
movement 
between 
classes is 
forbidden 
 
 

missionaries 
open up 
contact, 
convert many 
Japanese – 
initiate 
Westernization  
 
By 1635 there 
is a reversal in 
attitudes 
toward the 
West, National 
Seclusion 
Policy prohibits 
travel abroad 
and limits the 
foreigners in 
the country 
 
Christianity 
persecuted 
 
Foreign 
influences 
replaces with 
focus on 
Japanese 
culture – haiku, 
kabuki theatre, 
wood-block 
prints, etc  

Mughal 
India 

Babur (descendant 
of Genghis Khan) 
invades, defeats te 
Delhi Sultanate 
and establishes 
Mughal Empire 

Mughal Empire 
will unite the 
entire 
subcontinent 
 
Religious 
toleration of 
Islam and 
Hinduism 
allowed  
 
Jizya or head 
tax on non-
Muslims 
eliminated 
under Akabr 

Heavily 
agricultural, 
with some trade 
and textile 
manufacturing 
 
Cotton and 
textiles major 
export 
 
Portuguese 
establish trade 
port at Goa 
 
British East 
India Company 

Akbar 
eliminates sati, 
encourages 
widow 
remarriage 
and 
intermarriage 
between 
Hindus and 
Muslims  
 
Hindus given 
govt positions 
under Akbar 
 
 

Shah Jahan 
(Akbar’s 
grandson) 
builds Taj 
Mahal 
 
After Akbar 
jizya is 
reinstated and 
Hindu temples 
are destroyed 
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After Akbar 
religious 
toleration 
ends, Hindus 
are persecuted 
and soon 
Europeans 
arrive 
 
 
 
 

will arrive and 
dominate trade 
in Bombay and 
then Calcutta 
 
Before 1750 
European 
interaction is 
limited to trade 
 
 
 

Holy 
Roman 
Empire 
(German) 

Fall of Rome shifts 
HRE to Austria, 
since Italian 
families dominate 
the city states in 
Italy 
 
Hapsburg family 
dominates much of 
the region through 
intermarriage 

Northern areas 
are Lutheran 
and challenge 
the authority of 
Catholics 
 
Resulting 30 
Years War 
weakens the 
region 
 
HRE loses 
parts of their 
territory 
(Hungary) to 
the Ottomans 
 
Northern city 
states 
(Prussia) 
gaining power  
 
Pease of 
Augsburg 
attempts to 
end conflict 
between 
Catholics and 
Protestants 
 
Peace of 
Westphalia 
creates small 
Germanic 
states, Prussia 
included 

30 Years War 
will leave the 
HRE 
devastated 
 
Huge 
population loss 
with drastically 
effect economy 
 
Prussia will 
gain economic 
and political 
strength after 
the 30 Years 
War 

Feudalism 
remains 
dominant form 
of political and 
social 
organization in 
this region 

Conflicts 
between 
Northern 
Lutherans 
(Protestants) 
and Southern 
Catholics 
shape much of 
the history of 
the region 
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2. Summarize the nature of coercive labor systems: 
a. Slavery: 

Transaharan = women and children in highest demand 
Trans-Atlantic = African American men in high demand, developed due to demand for 
labor in the New World 
Middle passage – many die on the voyage, which requires a high number of captives 
and will wean out the weaker ones 

 
b. Mita: 

Employed by the Inca – required time on government projects 
Adopted by Spanish conquerors 

 
c. Encomiendas: 

Land grants with Natives tied to them – like a feudal system 
Landholders (peninsulares) were expected to convert them to Christianity 
Led to the development of a racially hierarchical society – peninsulares, creoles, 
mulattoes/mestizos, slaves 

 
d. Serfdom: 

Continues in parts of Europe and in Russia 
Peasants tied to the land, controlled by the landowners 

 
e. What was the impact of the slave trade on Africa and the Americas? 

Allows for mercantilist economy to grow in the Americas where raw materials are 
produced to supply the mother country 
 
African populations diminish, the powerful coastal tribes become even more powerful as 
they trade in their captives for guns, thus they have an easy time taking more Africans 
captives and trading them for more guns 

 
3. Explain the impact of the discovery of the Americas on  

 
a. the Americas,  

horses, pigs, goats, chili peppers, and sugar cane introduced 
disease kills many natives  
weapons also decimate the native populations 

 
b. Europe, 

Squash, beans, corn, potatoes, tomatoes, cacao introduced 
 

c. and the world. 
Vegetables like the potato will be introduced and will increase the food supply in Europe 
and Asia 
Trade begins to become more globalized 
Allows the development of a commercial economy based on mercantilism  
Banks and joint-stock companies with be established to fund expeditions and hold 
profits 

 
4. Summarize the following major cultural and intellectual developments from 1450-1750 :  
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Renaissance “Rebirth” begun in Florence Italy where there is rich trade 
Humanism – focuses on the “here and the now” rather than the afterlife and 
religion 
Medici family funds the arts 
Michelangelo and Brunelleschi = architects 
daVinci and Donatello = painters and scultors 
Art focus on make life more realistic  
Catholic church often employs artists  
Van Eyck and Durer – artists of the Northern Ren. Focus more on realism 
and religious symbolism 
 

Scientific Revolution Copernicus – develops the theory that the Earth revolves around the sun; 
challenges church doctrine 
Galileo – proved how the Earth rotated around the sun, was placed under 
house arrest 
Scientific method introduces the concept of experimentation – repeatable 
processes that can prove something to be true 
Francis Bacon – publishes works on logic 
Isaac Newton – develops the law of gravity 
 

The Enlightenment Opposes the concept of divine right 
Introduces “social contract” theory – the idea that government are formed by 
people, not by divine decree 
Thomas Hobbes – Leviathan people are evil, thus government is need to 
control them 
John Locke – Two Treatises of Government people are born equal and govts 
must protect their rights or be abolished 
Jean-Jacques Rousseau – Social Contract – people give up natural rights to 
join a society 
Montesquieu – separation of powers 
Voltaire – religious toleration 
Enlightened Monarchs – attempt to incorporate these ideals into their 
administrations 
 
 
 
 

Spread of 
Catholicism 

Seek to reassert the authority of the Catholic church after the Reformation 
Ignatius Loyola found the Jesuits 
Coucil of Trent clarifies the church’s position on important doctrine 
Missionaries sent out to convert 
Heretics tried and punished 
 
 

Blending of 
Islam/Hinduism 

Mughal dynasty supports cultural blending under Akbar 
Intermarriage allows and Hindu’s appointed to government positions 
Akbar creates Din-il-ilahi which fuses Hinduism, Islam, and animistic religions 
 

Creation of Vodun African Voodoo religions is brought to Haiti by slaves, fused with Native 
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religions and Vodun is created 

Creation of Zen 
Buddhism 

New strain of Buddhism that stresses meditation 
 

Creation of Sikhism Sect that fuses beliefs of Hinduism and Islam, persecuted by Mughals after 
Akbar 
 

Growth of 
Protestantism 

Martin Luther – 1517 – responds to the corruption in the Catholic church and 
the selling of indulgences; says that salvation is by faith alone 
Spurs growth of Lutherans in Northern Europe 
John Calvin leads Protestants in Switzerland; fuses church and states and 
preaches predestination 
King Henry VIII –develops Church of England, breaking from Catholicism in 
order to divorce his wife and achieve and heir  
*Focuses on the growing believe that believers can read and interpret 
Scripture for themselves, they do not need church authority 
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5. Compare the colonial administrations of New Spain and British North America. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Compare the nature of European colonial empires to Asian land-based empires. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Spain British North 

America 

European 

Colonial 

Empires 

Asian Land 

Based 

Empires 

More racially stratified 

Focused on mining silver and 

gold 

Uses Natives as slaves 

Encomienda system 

Royally appoint vicroys rule each 

region 

Most valuable to the empire 

Allowed intermarriage between 

races 

Predominantly Catholic 

Ruled by 

Europeans 

Used for raw 

materials 

European 

settlers 

Agriculture 

Mercantilism 

Slaves 

Less harsh to Natives 

Social divisions based on 

wealth 

More social mobility 

Some religious tolerance 

Some representative 

government 

Less valuable that the Asian 

colonies (India)  

 

More technological advances 

allow for spread across 

oceans 

Establish settler communities 

and systems of government 

Slavery a common form of 

labor 

Primarily for the purpose of 

mercantilism and global trade  

 

Spread 

culture/values 

Largely 

agricultural 

Often brought 

about by violent 

conflict 

More isolated – traded within 

the empire, but not limited 

trade with other regions 

Allowed for some coastal 

trading stations (China/Japan) 

Less technological advancement 

Relied on tribute 

Used vassal kingdoms rather 

than colonial governors 

Relied on peasant/serf labor 
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7. Describe Russia’s interaction with the following: 

a.  Western Europe,  
Selective Westernization under Peter the Great and Catherine the Great 
Promotes military and bureaucratic efficiency 
Funds science, architecture, and engineering 
Wants to make Russia more culturally respectable, but not necessarily better off for 
peasants,  
 

b. Eastern Europe,  
Wants to control Poland, succeeds in taking over much of Poland after the Congress of 
Vienna 

 
c. and the Ottoman Empire. 

Seeks warm water port in the Black Sea Region (Crimea), however the Ottomans are 
able to stave off Russian advance 
 
 


